Crowd-Exponents

that Mr. Gladstone was a really great man who lived
and acted in pursuit of high ideals, and whose name
is secure of repute among the greatest leaders of
the nineteenth century. If he was a crowd-exponent
he was among the best and noblest examples of the
type.

There are others of meaner sort who allow the emo-
tions derived from the crowd they are addressing to run
away with them and make them say the thing that on
reflection they would wish not to have said. "Although
"the English," wrote Kinglake, "are by nature wise in
"action, yet, being vehement and careless in their way
"of applauding loud words, they encourage their orators
"and those also who address them in writing, to be strenu-
"ous rather than wise; and the result is, that these teach-
"ers, trying always to be more and more forcible, grow
"blind to logical dangers, and leap with headlong joy into
"the pit which reasoners call the absurdum. Then, and
"not without joyous laughter, reaction begins."

There is a yet meaner type of crowd-exponent even
than these who merely at times lose their heads. There
is the leader who is a conscious hypocrite and who fol-
lows, and knowingly follows, the crowd he pretends to
guide. A crowd, excited about some local matter, came
running down a street. A man in the front rank stopped
to speak with a friend he was passing on the pavement.
After a brief greeting he hurried off, saying, "I can't stop
"with you. I must run ahead of the crowd. I am their
"Leader!" There are plenty of public men of this sort
also, whose politics consist in anticipating the direction
in which the crowd will move and then loudly directing
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